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Success Strategies 
STUDY SKILLS USED BY HIGH ACHIEVING STUDENTS 

  

 
   

   
   
  

S TR A T EGY  1  

PAST PAPER QUESTIONS 
Practice a variety past paper 
questions under timed conditions 
and in a similar environment to 
the exam room. Spend one 
minute per mark when answering 
questions. This way you won’t be 
one of the students that run out of 
time on exam day. 
 
 

S TR A T EGY 2  

REVISION SCHEDULE 
Create a weekly revision plan. 
Allocate 30-minute sessions with 
5-minute breaks in your schedule 
for each topic. Double the amount 
of time to revise the topics you 
found difficult during the course. 
Rotate between your subjects in 
your schedule. 
 

S TR A T EGY  3  

PLAN YOUR SESSIONS  
Get specific on what you will 
accomplish during your session. 
What pages of the book will you 
read? What notes will you update 
in your folder? What type of past 
paper questions will you answer? 
How many past paper questions 
will you answer? 
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Becoming an A* student 
A* students are not born with a high IQ and an innate ability to 
learn complex material and to easily answer exam questions. 
They are conditioned just like an athlete through the application 
of habits, strategies, feedback and planning. A* students are 
focused on their studies and have a mission to be successful in 
their academic career. 
 
 
 

e m p o w e r m i n d . c o . u k  

REVISE BY QUESTIONS TYPE 
STRATEGY 4 
 
Study by the type of question rather than by concept and allocate 
your time accordingly. As you review each module of your 
course, create a collection of multiple-choice questions and spend 
one 30-minute session answering multiple choice questions. Use 
the same technique for definition, calculations, mechanism and 6-
marker questions. By doing this you will build confidence in 
answering each of these types of questions regardless of the 
content of the question. 
 

e m p o w e r m i n d . c o . u k  

 

 
 

THINK LIKE AN EXAMINER 
STRATEGY 5 
 
Think like an examiner when studying a topic. Ask yourself “what kind of question could the examiner ask 
me on this topic? Is it a multiple choice, definition, short answer, calculation or a 6-marker type of 
question?” By doing this, you begin to categorize each of the different topics into different question types 
which helps keep you mentally organized as you revise for the exam. When you are reviewing and 
updating your notes and making mind maps for each topic you have a specific question type in mind. This 
gives you clarity and focus to your revision as you are revising with a specific question type in mind rather 
than just revising a concept. 
 
e m p o w e r m i n d . c o . u k  
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Becoming an A* student 
A* students maximize the output of every minute they spend 
learning the course material and revising for their exams. They 
use different memorization strategies and learning techniques in 
order to master the concepts being taught in the course. They are 
able to apply the concepts they have learned to novel situations 
with confidence and poise. 
 
 
 

e m p o w e r m i n d . c o . u k  

LEARN THE STEPS NEEDED TO ANSWER 
A QUESTION 
STRATEGY 6 
 
Use index cards to write down the steps you need to complete in 
order to answer a question. It could be the steps you need to take 
to convert the data given into the correct units in order to answer 
the question, rearrange the formula for a given variable and 
convert the answer into the correct units. You are learning the 
steps you need to answer this type of question rather than 
focusing on the content of the question. 
 

e m p o w e r m i n d . c o . u k  
 

 

MAKE A MINDMAP OF EACH MODULE 
STRATEGY 7 
 
Make a mind map of content of each module that you are revising for the exam. Make sure to include as 
many keywords as you can on each strand of your mind map to help you retain key information in your 
long-term memory. This gives you an overview of the individual subtopics of the module and how they all 
fit together. It also allows you to see the synoptic link between the concepts you learned in the first year 
and in the second year of the course. This will help you answer the more difficult questions on the exam 
that are worth a lot of points. 

e m p o w e r i n d . c o . u k  
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Becoming an A* student 
A* students maintain a healthy work life balance between their 
academic and personal lives. They realise the importance of a 
healthy diet, exercise, spending time with friends and family and 
relaxing. They are high performance students that are in it for the 
long term and not the short term. A* students don’t burn out 
during the course because they are following a plan that allows 
them to be high performance students while achieving academic 
goals and life long dreams and ambitions. 
 
 

e m p o w e r m i n d . c o . u k  

DON’T MEMORIZE MARK SCHEMES 
STRATEGY 8 
 
Don’t memorize the mark schemes for past paper questions. 
Although this may allow you to answer a few extra questions on 
your end of unit exams, it won’t help pass the exam at the end of 
the course. This is because you won’t be able to make the links 
necessary between the concepts in order to correctly answer the 
more difficult questions. Examiners have a tendency to write 
different questions each year in order to stop students from 
memorizing mark schemes. 
 

e m p o w e r m i n d . c o . u k  

 
 

PRACTICE RECALLING INFORMATION 
STRATEGY 9 
 
Practice recalling the information that you need in order to answer a question. What mnemonic do you 
need to use in order to recall key facts and figures? What series of steps do you need to complete in order 
to answer a question? Write the name of the topic on a piece of paper and then see how quickly you can 
explain the concept and also explain how to answer typical questions the examiner may ask as you 
reproduce your mind map. This practice will help you recall the information that you need on the day of 
the exam. 

e m p o w e r m i n d . c o . u k  
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Becoming an A* student 
A* students have a generative rather than a fixed mind set. They 
see the world as full of opportunities for them to excel in their 
academic studies and to live a purpose driven life. They take 
positive criticism on their course work and exams as feedback 
that allows them to improve their grade in the course and increase 
their grade on their end of course exams. They are on a mission to 
get into the university of their choice and have habits and 
strategies that will allow them to achieve this. 
 
 

e m p o w e r m i n d . c o . u k  

TEACH SOMEONE ELSE HOW TO 
ANSWER THE QUESTION 
STRATEGY 10 
 
Teach someone else how to answer the questions on the topic that 
you are revising. When you explain how to answer the question to 
someone else it highlights any weaknesses in your use of key 
words and phrases and the steps you need to take in order to 
correctly answer the question. It reinforces your understanding of 
the correct way to answer the question on the day of the exam. It 
is also an excellent way to revise the topic. 
 

e m p o w e r m i n d . c o . u k   
 

EMPOWERMIND 
ABOUT US 

EmPowerMind	provides	bespoke	online	tuition	in	A	level	chemistry	to	an	international	audience	of	
students.	At	EmPowerMind,	we	believe	that	grades	in	A	level	chemistry	that	secure	students	an	offer	
at	Oxbridge	and	Russell	Group	universities	are	earned	through	the	correct	combination	of	strategies	
in	study	skills,	exam	preparation	and	exam	taking	techniques	along	with	a	solid	understanding	of	the	
course	material.			

We	use	a	triad	of	tools	and	strategies	in	order	to	help	our	tutees	reach	their	full	potential	on	the	
exam:	technology,	teaching	and	psychology.	We	use	the	latest	digital	paper	and	video	conferencing	
software	in	order	to	provide	our	tutees	with	an	immersive	online	learning	environment. We	draw	
upon	over	twenty	years	of	international	teaching	experience	to	be	able	to	explain	difficult	concepts.	
And	we	use	elements	of	psychology	to	help	our	tutees	build	a	generative	mindset	that	allows	them	to	
use	their	time	efficiently	and	study	effectively	and	take	exams	with	confidence.	

At	EmPowerMind	we	develop	successful	A	level	chemistry	students	one	learner	at	a	time.	

		

 



EmPowerMind January 2019 
 

© EmPowerMind 2019 7 
 

 


